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home on the hill
Paducah sophomore Maddison Beyer, third from left, admires Louisville sophomore Jonathon Blair's slicing skills while 
Burkesville junior Kurtis Spears, bottom left, dices lettuce for tacos for the $100 Solution House's open house on Wednesday, 
April 13. JUSTIN GILLILAND/HERALD
BY JACOB DICK
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
After an altercation Sunday that left 
a WKU student hospitalized, Tyler 
Higbee’s lawyer said the former WKU 
football player will plead not guilty to 
charges he faces.
Higbee, a WKU senior, was charged 
with second-degree assault, second-
degree evading police and public in-
toxication on Sunday morning after 
allegedly assaulting Nawaf Alsaleh 
and causing a brain hemorrhage. 
Attorney Brian Lowder of the Bowl-
ing Green law office of Lowder & Mc-
Gill said in an interview Tuesday that 
Higbee’s actions were in response to a 
perceived threat.
“This is a case of justified use of force; 
reasonable force, under the circum-
stances, based on the physical force 
used against him and his girlfriend,” 
Lowder said. “You don’t have to wait 
until someone hits you to utilize force 
against them. Mr. Alsaleh made physi-
cal contact with [Higbee], shoved his 
girlfriend and was shouting at him.”
Alsaleh, an international student 
and sophomore at WKU, was in neural 
critical care at Tristar Skyline Medical 
Center in Nashville Wednesday after-
noon. An attendant at Skyline said she 
could not release Alsaleh’s condition 
because of medical privacy laws.
Alsaleh was unresponsive after the 
altercation outside Tidball’s music 
club on Morris Alley early Sunday 
morning and was initially taken to The 
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Kentucky Attorney General Andy 
Beshear has followed up on his threat 
to sue Gov. Matt Bevin over the gov-
ernor’s executive order, which imme-
diately cut university funding by 4.5 
percent.
On Monday, Beshear announced 
that he had filed a suit against Bevin in 
the Franklin County Circuit Court. He 
also filed a motion seeking to expedite 
the process so university funds can be 
returned to the schools as quickly as 
possible.
Bevin passed his order on April 1, 
and Beshear gave the governor seven 
days to retract the order before filing a 
lawsuit against Bevin.
“I do not take any joy or satisfaction 
out of this action. Over the last seven 
days, it was my hope the governor 
would listen to reason, comply with 
the law and rescind his order,” Bes-
hear said. “He did not.”
The announcement came after an-
other unsuccessful day of budget ne-
gotiations when, yet again, lawmakers 
failed to reach a compromise.
In an effort to prevent the legislative 
session from ending without a budget, 
both the House and the Senate agreed 
to change the final day of the session 
from April 12 to April 15.
BY DUSTIN SKIPWORTH
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
A group of WKU civil engineering 
students won first place in the Ameri-
can Society of Civil Engineers Ohio 
Valley  Student Conference’s concrete 
canoe and steel bridge competitions 
held on March 31 through April 2.
Both groups’ efforts in the two com-
petitions earned them a place in the 
ASCE’s national competition among 
student conference winners in June.
Matthew Dettman has been the fac-
ulty advisor of the concrete canoe team 
for more than 20 years. To him, the en-
tire process is about preparing students 
for real life engineering experiences.
“I see this as an incredibly valuable 
teaching tool,” Dettman said. “It’s as 
close to a real life experience as you 
can get. It’s about building engineers, 
not concrete canoes.”
The final score in the canoe compe-
tition isn’t based solely on the vessel’s 
ability to float. There are several fac-
tors, including a paper and oral pre-
sentation detailing the design of the 
canoe, a cross section of the canoe to 
allow for judging of the concrete and a 
race of the canoe.
Senior co-captain Kayla Frye of Nancy 
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Engineering students take fi rst place in competition
Students work to help community on small budget
WKU’s concrete canoe team poses for a team picture after competing at their 
regional competition on Friday, April 1. The team fi nished fi rst for the second year 
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BY DUSTIN SKIPWORTH
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
One campus group is working to 
make it easier for students to find a 
home on campus while simultane-
ously working to make a difference in 
the community.
The $100 Solution House and its resi-
dents are trying to share their unique 
home with the greater WKU community.
Burkesville junior Kurtis Spears has 
lived in the house for two years.
“We want this house to be a place 
where the community feels wel-
come,” Spears said. “We want the 
community to be comfortable with 
using us as a resource if they need to.”
The house is co-sponsored by the Alive 
Center in Bowling Green, Housing and 
Residence Life and the $100 Solution 
organization. The $100 Solution proj-
ect challenges community members to 
make a difference using exactly $100.
Residents of the house are required to 
work together to carry out at least two 
service-learning projects per semester. 
This week, the group of five students 
are planning their open house along 
with a meal. Both the meal and the 
open house took place on Wednesday.
Karina Bruce, a Louisville junior who 
lives in the house, hopes the event helps 
spread awareness about their services.
“One of the reasons for the open 
house is so we can get out there, and 
people can see what we do and how 
we live here,” Bruce said.
The group has focused on the issue 
of hunger by working with the Office 
of Sustainability to assist with food 
distribution to students in need. The 
inspiration for incorporating a meal 
with the open house goes all the way 
back to Thanksgiving, when the resi-
dents decided to serve dinner to in-
ternational students who might not 
be able to make it home.
“We thought, ‘Why not have this 
huge dinner?’” Bruce said. “We looked 
back and evaluated that and thought, 
'Why stop there?'”
The founder and chief advisor of 
the $100 Solution House, Bernie Stre-
necky, said the house's goal can be 
put simply: work to make WKU and 
Bowling Green better places to live.
“If indeed you are fortunate enough 
to be able to attend a university, we 
have a moral responsibility to give 
back,” Strenecky said. “It’s not an op-
tion; it’s a responsibility.”
Strenecky founded the $100 Solu-
tion House with the knowledge that 
not all social issues have to be solved 
with millions of dollars. That’s the 
kind of thinking the house's residents 
hope to carry forward with their ser-
vice-learning projects.
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Hilltopper Pride
Check Series
For a limited time, receive one 
(1) FREE box of Service One’s 
exclusive Hilltopper Pride check 
series when you open a new 
Service One checking account!*
The Hilltopper Pride check series is available 
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Service One associate for more details.
Apply for an account 
online at socu.com!
Federally insured by NCUA.www.SOCU.com
BOWLING GREEN:  1609 Campbell Lane  ·   543 US 31-W Bypass  ·  422 College Heights Blvd. (WKU Campus)  ·  GLASGOW:  116 Ensminger Dr.
Vote for us!
800-759-8500
Best Bank/Credit Union of the Hill
Service One has been on WKU’s campus since 1963!  
Keep us the Best Credit Union on the Hill - vote for us today!
Membership eligibility applies. Certain requirements may apply to receive some products or account privileges. Subject to change without notice.  Limited time availability for free box of checks promotion. Free box of checks for new Service One checking accounts, only applicable to Hilltopper Pride checks.* -
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Bevin and Senate President Robert 
Stivers have been adamant that the fi-
nal session day not be changed to April 
15 despite pleas from the House. 
If a compromise cannot be reached 
by April 15, the regular session will end 
without a budget. Bevin will then have 
the option to call a special session for 
the sole purpose of creating a budget.
On Tuesday, however, Bevin an-
nounced he will not call a special ses-
sion if a budget is not passed.
“I will not reward the inability to do 
the job that people were sent here for by 
paying them extra money,” Bevin said.
The Legislative Research Commis-
sion estimates that each day the leg-
islators meet costs taxpayers roughly 
$63,000.
Without a budget, parts of the gov-
ernment will shut down during the 
next fiscal year, which will begin on 
July 1.
Beshear and the House Democrats 
have claimed Bevin’s executive order 
surpasses the power given to him by 
the Kentucky Constitution. Accord-
ing to the constitution, the legislature 
is given the power to pass laws and to 
appropriate and spend taxes while the 
executive branch is given the job to 
carry out the laws.
Beshear said Bevin’s action clearly 
violates this separation of powers. 
He said Bevin’s order also violates the 
state’s statutes on budget reduction, 
which say there must be either an ac-
tual or forecasted shortfall in order for 
budget reductions to be allowed.
“I cannot let such blatant violations 
of the constitution and Kentucky law 
stand unchallenged,” Beshear said.
Bevin and Stivers have both placed 
much of the blame on Speaker of the 
House Greg Stumbo for refusing to of-
fer an acceptable compromise.
The main point of contention has 
been funding for the state’s pension 
system, which currently has a $38 bil-
lion shortfall. 
Originally, the Republicans planned to 
cut higher education funding by 4.5 per-
cent for this fiscal year and then 9 per-
cent for the next fiscal year. The House 
refused the cuts, and for weeks, lawmak-
ers had been unable to reach a compro-
mise. It was recently decided, however, 
that universities would only be cut by 4.5 
percent over the next two years.
Republicans and Democrats must 
still reach a compromise on coal sev-
erance money, scholarships for com-
munity colleges and funding for the 
pension system.
Republicans say more money needs 
to be set aside for the pension system, 
but Democrats disagree.
During his press conference, Bes-
hear, the son of former Democratic 
governor Steve Beshear, said his deci-
sion to sue Bevin was not based along 
party lines.
“This is not political. It’s not Demo-
crats versus Republicans. It’s not about 
upcoming elections. It’s not Bevin ver-
sus Beshear. It’s not even about pen-
sions versus higher education,” Bes-
hear said. “It’s about the law.”
Beshear said allowing the governor’s 
order to stand may set a precedent for 
the governor to exert more power than 
is granted to him by the law.
“That’s the type of absolute power 
that the United States Constitution, the 
Kentucky Constitution and our laws 
explicitly forbid,” Beshear said. “It is a 
direct challenge to our liberty and our 
way of life, and it’s my job to stand up to 
anyone who claims to have that power.”
In a response to Beshear’s announce-
ment, Jessica Ditto, the communica-
tion director for the governor, said Bev-
in’s office disagreed with the attorney 
general’s decision. The release went on 
to accuse Beshear of attempting to di-
vert attention away from problems his 
administration has faced recently.
The accusation stems from federal 
bribery charges filed against Tim Long-
meyer, a deputy general attorney in 
Beshear’s office. Longmeyer, who was 
accused of accepting kickbacks, re-
signed from his position in late March. 
BUDGET LAWSUIT
Continued from FRONT
hopes the team can make some minor 
adjustments to improve before nationals.
“We’re going to keep practicing the oral 
presentation,” Frye said. “We’ll work a 
little bit on our design paper just to fix a 
couple of things, and of course we’ll con-
tinue to practice paddling as well.”
Shane Palmquist, the faculty advisor 
for the steel bridge team, is taking his 
fourth trip to the national competition.
“There’s some very big engineering 
powerhouse schools at these compe-
titions, and we can certainly compete 
with them,” Palmquist said.
Competitors in the steel bridge con-
test have to build their bridges on-site. 
Palmquist estimated that the team was 
able to finish the 20-foot-long bridge 
with six people in about 15 minutes. 
“The students came to me and said 
they wanted to build a true curved 
bridge,” Palmquist said, “which is very 
difficult, but they did it.”
The chance to compete in these com-
petitions is a special rite of passage for 
Louisville senior David Miller, co-cap-
tain for the concrete canoe team.
“Each student gets a chance to be a 
part of it their senior year,” Miller said. 
Both teams have been working on 
their design concepts and application 
since August 2015. Disagreements are 
bound to happen when team mem-
bers work in groups on an important 
project, Dettman noted, and these 
competitions are no different. 
“It’s a testament to the engineering 
department, but it’s also a testament 
to the entire university,” Dettman said. 
“Their entire education is coming into 
play.”
The Medical Center at Bowling Green, 
where he was unconscious. He was 
flown to Skyline on Sunday because of 
the severity of his injuries.
Eyewitnesses to the altercation and 
witness statements in the report from 
Bowling Green police have said that 
Higbee and others with him used racial 
slurs regarding Alsaleh’s Arabic heritage.
“Just because something is released 
in a police report or someone makes 
a statement, doesn’t mean it is true,” 
Lowder said. “We haven’t been able to 
cross-examine the witnesses yet, one 
of which was anonymous.”
Lowder said accusations that Higbee’s 
actions were racially motivated and that 
he evaded police are unfounded.
“The truth will come out; it’s a long 
process,” Lowder said. “At the end of 
the day, we believe it will be apparent 
these statements aren’t factual.”
When asked about how the respond-
ing officer’s description of the bias mo-
tivation as “anti-Islamic” in the police 
report would affect the case, Lowder 
said it was still unclear.
“I can’t say how the case will be pro-
cessed or if someone will want to charge 
him with something else,” Lowder said.
In previous statements released by 
Lowder and published by Bowling Green 
Daily News, he brought attention to Al-
saleh’s two arrests in Bowling Green.
Alsaleh was most recently arrested 
on Feb. 20 for driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol and a bench warrant 
was issued for his arrest on March 2.
“Alsaleh has a previous record of making 
bad decisions under the influence of alco-
hol,” Lowder said. “[Higbee] has no crimi-
nal record other than traffic citations.”
Higbee has a record of two traffic cita-
tions in Tarpon Springs, Florida, according 
to the Tarpon Springs Police Department. 
The arresting officer from Sunday 
night wrote that Higbee was intoxi-
cated enough to be a danger to himself 
and others in the report of the incident. 
CONRETE CANOE
Continued from FRONT
HIGBEE
Continued from FRONT
• Bowling Green sophomore Paige A. Glass reported the theft of her 
registration plate off  of her 1996 Nissan Maxima in Parking Structure 1 
on April 12. The theft was valued at $25.
CRIME REPORT
Due to a Herald error, a story and an editorial regarding the release 
of online voting registration for Kentucky reported that the system 
was approved by the state three weeks ago. The system was actually 
launched three weeks ago. The State Board of Election enacted regula-
tions last year that created the portal.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all confi rmed errors that are 
brought to reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please call 745-6011 or 745-
5044 to report a correction, or e-mail us at herald.editor@wku.edu.
CORRECTION
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Students meet with third Honors College associate director candidate
Construction on several facilities to continue during summer
BY MONICA KAST
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
The Honors College hosted 
its final open student session 
for the third candidate for the 
position of Honors College as-
sociate director and Honors 
Academy department head.
The Honors College associ-
ate director will oversee the 
Honors College curriculum, 
staff and development within 
the Honors College. Addition-
ally, the director will teach one 
class annually. Russellville 
sophomore Jason Fox facilitat-
ed the discussion and opened 
the session.
Dana Bradley is currently 
serving as the interim associ-
ate director of the WKU Hon-
ors College and as the Honors 
Academy department head. 
She also serves as the direc-
tor of the WKU Center for 
Gerontology. Bradley said she 
has been at WKU for about 10 
years and was on the original 
Honors Development Board.
At the open student session, 
current honors students were 
able to meet with Bradley and 
ask questions about her and 
her plans for the Honors Col-
lege if selected for the position.
“In this setting, I’m acting 
as a candidate,” Bradley said 
during the student session. “I 
do not represent the interests 
or the concerns or the knowl-
edge of the Honors College.”
Since Bradley currently 
serves as the college's interim 
associate director, she was able 
to speak about the role and 
what she would do if the posi-
tion were made permanent.
“My job is to create an en-
vironment where success is 
possible and risk is probable,” 
Bradley said.
Bradley spoke of some of 
the challenges she has faced 
in the interim position. These 
include several Honors Col-
lege staff members resigning 
or retiring during the past few 
months.
“I’m really excited about hav-
ing some more consistent staff-
ing,” Bradley said. “Folks have 
moved on to different places, 
and I think that having a con-
sistent staff that the associate 
director can work with and hav-
ing that stability [will increase] 
the customer service that was 
not always a consistent thing.”
Bradley also said she wanted 
to focus on retention within 
the college because upper-
classmen have been dropping 
out of the college as they ap-
proach graduation.
“I think that we do a great 
job with the freshman,” Brad-
ley said, adding that “we seem 
to be missing something in 
the junior and senior years.”
With Bradley and other can-
didates, students brought up 
issues they’ve faced with the 
honors capstone thesis project. 
Bradley said if she were select-
ed for the position, she would 
like to see more freedom in the 
thesis track and more students 
coming up with creative ideas 
for their theses.
Bradley was the final candi-
date to be on campus for this 
position. Fox, the student rep-
resentative on the selection 
committee, said that as far as 
he knew, the associate director 
and academy head would be 
named as quickly as possible.
“Ultimately, the decision is 
up to Dr. Cobane,” Fox said in 
an email. “Even after he selects, 
however, the chosen candi-
date has a two-week period to 
consider his/her decision, and 
if the offer is turned down, the 
next candidate in line receives 
the same treatment.”
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
As the spring semester comes to a 
close and summer break nears, those 
overseeing construction on campus 
prepare to ramp up progress.
Bryan Russell, chief facilities officer, 
said WKU has a number of projects 
planned to begin over summer break.
“Planning, Design and Construction 
and Facilities Management depart-
ments have been hard at work prepar-
ing for the upcoming summer while 
continuing ongoing construction 
[and] renovation projects at WKU,” 
Russell said.
Russell said the exterior structure 
of Hardin Planetarium needs work, 
which is expected to be completed 
over the summer.
“This work will basically ensure that 
this iconic structure remains part of 
our WKU’s landscape for many years 
to come,” Russell said.
In addition to the planetarium, sev-
eral other locations will undergo minor 
renovations. These renovations will 
include the restoration of the exterior 
of Helm Library and the replacement 
of several air handler units in various 
buildings.
“[The buildings] are planned for con-
struction during our summer session 
when our campus is not as busy as to 
provide less disruption to our guests, 
students, faculty and staff,” Russell 
said.
Russell also said construction will 
continue on the Thompson Complex 
Center Wing, the new Confucius In-
stitute building and the Gatton Acad-
emy.
The Thompson Complex will receive 
a new roof. Additionally, the fourth 
floor will be completely renovated, and 
other interior areas will undergo minor 
renovations.
The Confucius Institute building, 
which will house the Confucius Insti-
tute offices currently located in Helm,
will also continue during the summer.
The 7,000 square foot building is ex-
pected to be completed this summer
before the start of the fall 2016 semes-
ter.
The construction on the academy is
also expected to be completed before
the start of the upcoming fall semes-
ter. The construction will allow for an
increase in the number of students
enrolled in the academy. Enrollment is
expected to increase from 120 students
to 200 students.
On Tuesday, the university held the
groundbreaking ceremony for the new
Ogden College Hall. Russell said he ex-
pects construction of the building that
will replace the Thompson Complex
North Wing to begin soon.
“[The] project is scheduled to be
completed in December 2017,” Russell
said.
Gary Meszaros, assistant vice presi-
dent of Business and Auxiliary Ser-
vices, said any projects planned by
the department will also continue. Be-
cause Business and Auxiliary Services
does not receive state funding, its proj-
ects will be able to begin.
“The project is moving ahead, and
site work is really taking shape,”
Meszaros said.
Meszaros also said Business and
Auxiliary Services is currently working
with Planning, Design and Construc-
tion to discuss the construction of a
new parking structure.
Students meet with Thomas Spencer, candidate for the position of 
Honors College associate director and Honors Academy depart-
ment head, at the Honors College and International Center on 
March 21. GABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD
Students hold an open discussion with Christopher Kelly, can-
didate for the position of Honors College associate director and 
Honors Academy department head, at the Honors College and 
International Center on April 4. GABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD
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Have an opinion? Tweet us 
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook 
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know 
your thoughts about the editorial, or 
write us with what is on your mind.
@DeJongeIan: I see you WKU bell 
tower playing the Beatles. — 5:03 
PM - 12 Apr 2016
@Blamb16: Some of the guys in 
Preston have more game than our 
own basketball team.. @wku — 1:56 
PM - 12 Apr 2016
@AarikaOnTheHill: The Van Meter 
Fountain is fi lled and that means 
it's offi  cially spring time on the Hill! 
#WKU — 12:42 PM - 12 Apr 2016
@hannahmcmahan03: WKU is the 
most beautiful campus in Kentucky. 
— 12:00 PM - 12 Apr 2016
@ayteedee: attending WKU has 
given me such a deep appreciation 
for squirrels.
 — 8:57 AM - 12 Apr 2016
@BonEliza27: After being sick, 
the WKU hill feels like Mt Everest! I 
might die now. #ineedanescalator 
— 8:38 AM - 12 Apr 2016
@Paigelovesy0u: Does the Wku 
bookstore sell motivation? — 7:01 
AM - 12 Apr 2016
@Apdodawg: WKU Internet pls — 
11:53 PM - 11 Apr 2016
@LeahSmith_95: All the soap dis-
pensers on campus are being re-
placed w/ ones w/ the WKU logo? 
Now we can show spirit while pre-
venting the spread of germs — 
11:37 AM - 11 Apr 2016
Why you should vote for Jay Todd Richey
Batguy fi ghts alien dude: The movie
BY ERIC WOULLARD
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU
Why I'm voting for Jay Todd Richey 
— and you should too — is simple. As 
a nontraditional student who is deaf 
and hard of hearing and also a minor-
ity, I would give Jay Todd my vote. I 
say this candidly and without partial-
ity considering what I've witnessed: 
change as well as camaraderie among 
students, faculty and staff on campus 
under his leadership.
Since enrolling in 2012, I can say stu-
dents with disabilities and adult learn-
ers are the forgotten ones. We are often 
overlooked yet pay the same tuition as 
traditional-aged college students and 
are without a voice. Jay Todd has wel-
comed ALL students to become active 
and participate openly as well as one-
on-one within his cabinet.
While more changes are still forth-
coming, the huge gap that for so long 
created division between students 
has since been diminished. We have a 
voice, and that voice is Jay Todd Richey.
Philosopher and essayist George
Santayana wrote, "Those who cannot
remember the past are condemned to
repeat it." I challenge each and every
student to exercise their right to vote,
and do not look at popularity, but ex-
amine the facts.
BY JACK JOHNSON
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU
“Batman v Superman,” huh? What a 
novel idea. Take two American fiction 
icons, put them on the silver screen 
and make them beat the tar out of 
each other. What could go wrong 
there?
As it would happen, the answer is 
“much,” but that doesn’t mean it’s not 
a good flick.
This film marks Zack Snyder’s sec-
ond movie in DC’s cinematic uni-
verse; it stars Ben Affleck as Batman 
and Henry Cavill as Superman. The 
previous film, “Man of Steel,” was cen-
tered on Superman as an origin story. 
In it, he inadvertently destroys most of 
Metropolis. While there, Batman saw 
it hit the fan, and now he’s mad as all 
hell about it. There you go. Backstory 
over. Moving on now.
Let’s just start by stating that the 
cinematography and visual style in 
this film are superb. Just about every 
scene looks like it came straight out of 
a graphic novel. There’s no shortage of 
artistic vision in the movie, and I don’t 
think enough people are thanking 
Snyder for that. The man isn’t great at 
plot exposition, but he can sure make 
a scene.
Aside from nitpicks, though, there 
is one big gripe: there’s no time for 
a break. DC is trying hard to get into 
the movie game after we’ve seen Mar-
vel completely crush it, but that also 
means DC is cramming too much 
sequel positioning in this movie. It’s 
a pain, but it’s forgivable. Just try to 
swallow that pill and move on.
Ben Affleck kills it in this movie, by 
the way. He’s easily the best part of 
it. An angry, wrathful Batman pitted 
against a young, clumsy Superman? 
It’s good stuff, people. Though I wish 
the movie had spent more time devel-
oping the antagonism between them, 
what audiences get is passable. The 
climactic duel between the two char-
acters is intense and satisfying. The 
last fight? Not so much.
As an aside, Jesse Eisenberg’s Lex 
Luthor is ridiculous. You can’t even 
take him seriously. They could have 
had Bryan Cranston, and they chose 
Mark Zuckerberg? The push to make a 
unique and edgy film is getting to be 
too much for me.
Unfortunately, the end result of “Bat-
man v Superman” is too concerned 
with sequels to take flight on its own. 
There’s a lot of missed potential, but 
the end result isn’t horrible; we’re still 
watching Batman and Superman, af-
ter all.
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Vote for Braxton Powell as SGA president
BY ALLAN MORENO
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU
Leadership is not a position or a title; 
it is action and example.
Braxton Powell is the perfect exam-
ple of being a leader by serving as an 
example to those he serves and always 
taking action to make positive change. 
I had the pleasure to meet Braxton 
Powell two years ago. I have seen him 
grow into a hardworking Hilltopper 
and leader of our community — a 
leader who, with no doubt in my mind, 
is ready to take action as your next SGA 
president!
I have always admired Powell’s dedi-
cation and drive to want to serve in 
anything he truly believes in, and 
let me tell you, SGA is something he 
lives and breathes. Whenever you are 
around him, he will start talking about 
politics and how we could do things 
differently as a community to make a 
positive impact. 
I like how he always questions things; 
it makes one think about things on a 
deeper level. I think that’s a positive 
quality in a leader, a leader who ques-
tions things to try to make the best de-
cision. I believe our campus needs a 
leader who can lead our university by 
questioning things and allowing our 
student body to work together to reach 
the best decisions for our university.
One of Powell’s best qualities is how 
much he cares for people. If you see 
him around campus, he is always will-
ing to stop and say hi to people, willing 
to build relationships among his peers 
and those who are around him. As a 
friend, I know I can always count on 
him to hear me out. We call him “Papa 
Braxton” because of how mature he is 
and the great advice we get from him. 
I believe if you elect Braxton Powell as 
your next SGA president, you will have 
a leader who wants to know the stu-
dents personally, a leader who wants 
to know students’ needs, a leader who 
will lead by example and a leader who 
will take action not alone but with the 
student body.
Across
1 Way back when
8 __ top
14 Winnipeg’s 
province
16 Doubleheader 
half
17 1986 movie 
set partly in the 
Australian Outback
19 Shoe parts
20 Loch with a 
legend
21 One-named 
singer
24 Biol. or ecol.
25 Under attack
26 Co-star of the 
2015 film “Joy”
28 Boot attachment
30 “Bridge of 
Spies” actor Alan
31 Onion rings are 
fried in it
34 Worldwide 
economic org.
37 1988 movie 
set in a Southern 
California high 
school
40 Tam or trilby
41 Pencil tip
42 Time in ads
43 FBI agent
44 __ of influence
46 Start of el año
49 Record players, 
briefly
52 Improve a lawn
53 Roman baker’s 
dozen?
54 More sudsy
56 1996 movie set 
in Nevada’s Area 
51
61 Nicks on many 
albums
62 1967 
Temptations hit
63 Like some 
movies ... literally 
including 17-, 37- 
and 56-Across
64 Wine 
competition 
attendees
Down
1 “Better Call 
Saul” network
2 Long-nosed fish
3 “Microsoft 
sound” composer
4 Like cannoli
5 One making 
amends
6 Mars and Venus
7 Bios are often 
part of them
8 Vanilla 
containers
9 “The Simpsons” 
shopkeeper
10 Star of E! 
network’s “I Am 
Cait”
11 Machu Picchu’s 
range
12 Attorney 
general under 
Reagan
13 “Give it __”
15 Novelist Waugh
18 Single show
21 Cookbook 
measuring words
22 Fourth of 24
23 Run until
25 Calf father
27 Tara family 
name
29 Harborside 
strolling spots
32 Without end
33 NFL scores
34 Green climbers
35 D.C. 
underground
36 Set loose
38 Sample in a 
product pitch
39 Hard-wired
43 Mourn
45 Summary
46 Have a place in 
the world
47 Critical 
inning
48 Down for 
a pillow
50 Actress __ 
Pinkett Smith
51 Competed 
in a British 
bee
54 Flower 
starter
55 At Hollywood 
and Vine, for short
57 Crusty dessert
58 Fourth of 26
59 __ Lingus
60 Cloth meas.
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FOR SALE
BUY - SELL - TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records! 
Also, comics, toys, CCGs, RPGs, more! The Great 
Escape Records & Comics. 2945 Scottsville Rd (near 
Greenwood Mall) (270)782-8092
PREVIOUS SOLUTION
START
HELP WANTED
City of Bowling Green
GOLF INSTRUCTOR
Parks & Recreation Department - Golf
Instructs golf through scheduling and conducting youth 
and adult clinics, camps and academies, elementary to high 
school P.E., class instruction and special events that focus 
on teaching and growing the sport. Schedules, promotes, 
and assists with the directing of golf tournaments, outings, 
leagues and high school team play. Requirements: High 
school diploma (or GED) with at least 6 months experience 
in recreation, athletics or related area; knowledge of golf 
and ability to instruct others. Salary: $11.40. Hours: 12-
15 hrs/week typically afternoons, evenings and weekends. 
Interested applicants can apply online www.bgky.org/hr/
jobs or at the computers in the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, 
Bowling Green. 
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and Drug Free Workplace.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open Until Filled 
END
Bowling Green’s destination for Good Food & Fun for over 
22 years is Now Hiring Servers & Cooks! Apply in person
2500 Scottsville Road (Across from Greenwood Mall)
KHS Tandemania 24 Speed, 2 seat red bike, Alloy 
frame, 28" wheels, 85 PSI, built for speed. $600 normally 
around $1,400.
Sears Craftsman 42" lawnmower, 19.5 horsepower, 
little use, $600. Call Jim 270-202-4465.
Due to company growth, our general contracting company 
is looking for an experienced, detail-oriented candidate to 
fi ll an Assistant Project Manager position.
This position works closely with the lead Project Manager. 
He/She will be responsible for project development 
and management, and will assist in all phases of the 
construction project. This includes reviewing plans and 
specifi cations, providing support to the subcontractors 
and on-site superintendent, maintaining project progress, 
assuring project is within budget and on schedule, and 
performing any other related tasks as assigned by the lead 
Project Manager.
The candidate will preferably be a college graduate, and 
have some experience in the construction industry. This 
detail-oriented candidate must be very organized, have 
the ability to multi-task and work on multiple projects 
simultaneously. Profi ciency in Microsoft Offi ce products 
necessary; experience in AIA software a plus. Experience 
in reading shop drawings and blueprints recommended. 
This position is based in Louisville, KY. Some light travel 
may be required. If interested, please send your resume to 
info@redleeconstruction.com.
The Corner Bakery Cafe is now hiring 
cashiers, service assistants, & kitchen help! 
A place where growth, better hours, and great potential is an 
offer every day.
Apply in person anyday or 
www.cornerbakerycafeapply.com
1951 Scottsville Road, Bowling Green, KY
 The Corner Bakery Cafe is an equal opportunity employer. 
Life of LaDiva
Drag queen Geneva LaDiva dances to a performance of "Sweet Dreams" by Brooke Lynn Hytes at Play Dance Bar in Nashville, April 2. LaDiva was part of the Sunday night 
cast at Play for three years.
$10$5
STUFFED CRUST 
DEEP! DEEP! DISH 
LARGE PIZZA
HOT-N-READY 
LUNCH 
COMBO
AVAILABLE FROM 
11 A.M. TO 2 P.M. DAILY
PHOTOWKUHERALD.COM
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ABOVE: Geneva LaDiva assists a fi rst-time drag performer with his makeup at WKU’s drag show, which 
features students and alumni, in Downing Student Union Thursday, April 7. 
BELOW: LaDiva performs "Blank Space" by Taylor Swift in DSU at the second annual Housing and Resi-
dence Life drag show Thursday, April 7. 
ABOVE: Joshua Finn, 36, touches up his makeup at a friend’s 
house in Franklin on April 2 before completing his transfor-
mation into his drag persona Geneva LaDiva for a drag show 
at Play Dance Bar in Nashville. 
BELOW: Drag queen Geneva LaDiva smokes outside Play Dance 
Bar in Nashville on April 2. LaDiva said she has been trying to 
quit, but the stress of classes has made it hard to drop the habit. 
Story and photos by Abby Potter
Glitter, pounding music, sparkling high heels and wadded dollar bills: all sounds and sights one would not initially associate with Joshua Finn, a religious 
studies major. Despite appearances, Finn performs in drag 
on many weekends under the stage name Geneva LaDiva.
"Growing up, I wanted to be an actor, a rock star or a su-
permodel," Finn said through a puff of smoke after a drag 
show in Nashville. “Drag allows me to be all of those, but I 
get to take it off at the end of the day."
Finn has a support group of friends and family in the drag 
community. When it comes to his biological family, the sup-
port is not always present. "My younger sister is amazing 
and usually comes to my shows," he said, "but I had to keep 
drag a secret from a lot of my family for a long time."
When not in drag, Finn, 36, of Franklin is usually studying. 
He is back at WKU this semester after a 14-year hiatus from 
school. Previously a public relations major, Finn is now pur-
suing a degree in religious studies and hopes to one day 
teach religion classes.
"I'm trying to find myself, and religion fascinates me,” Finn 
said. 
Finn said he is in no way ashamed of the drag side of his 
life, but he doesn't mention it to most people at school. 
Although he plans to keep up drag as a side job for many 
years, he said he sees “the goal of graduating as my guiding 
force for the next few years."
LIFEWKUHERALD.COM
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» Special Olympics: The Special Olympic Spring Games will be hosted this 
Saturday at Bowling Green High School.  See more on page B3.
Louisville senior Megan Laff oon presented research on the eff ects of human land use on karst landscapes at Jinan University 
in China funded by the WKU FUSE grant. JUSTIN GILLILAND/HERALD
BY KJ HALL
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Whether it’s a home-cooked meal 
specially prepared by your mother or 
Hawaiian pizza specially prepared by 
Papa John’s, food plays a key role in hu-
man life that goes beyond providing us 
with nutrients and energy to live.
From Cuba’s twice-fried green plan-
tains to steamed dumplings cooked in 
Bhutan, these cultural comfort foods 
have taken root in different regions 
of the world to impact global cultures 
and traditions.
Many of these cultures, traditions 
and foods are brought to the U.S., in-
cluding Kentucky, by refugees from 
around the world.
University Libraries is hosting an op-
portunity to hear about these foods and 
their importance to refugees at the last 
event of the 2015-2016 Kentucky Live! 
season. Refugee worker and Louisville 
author Aimee Zaring will be the main 
speaker at the public talk based on her 
book “Flavors from Home: Refugees in 
Kentucky Share Their Stories and Com-
fort Foods” on Thursday.
Joining her will be Mirzet Mustafic, 
whose story is featured in Zaring’s book. 
Mustafic moved to Bowling Green from 
Bosnia in 1994 after his town was rav-
aged and thousands were massacred. 
He was one of the first five Bosnian 
families to come to Bowling Green and 
founded the Bosnian Club in 1996.
“‘Flavors from Home’ is important in 
helping us understand the difficulties 
faced by refugees in Kentucky and the 
solace they find in preparing food from 
their own country,” said Brian Coutts, 
the department head of library public 
services and an event organizer.
“Flavors from Home” received a rat-
ing of five out of five stars from the San 
Francisco Book Review.
“Not only are the cuisines richly de-
scribed along with the exotic ingredi-
ents, these native comfort food reci-
pes are prefaced with a portrayal of 
the plight of the refugees themselves,” 
SEE KY LIVE!  PAGE B3
Refugee 
worker 
speaking at 
KY Live!
rocky research
Student presents research in China
BY SHANTEL PETTWAY
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Frequent flyer miles aren’t a stranger 
to Louisville senior Megan Laffoon, 
who has been to China four times and 
concluded her latest visit on April 3.
Laffoon recently went to China to 
present research on karst rocky desert-
ification. Karst rocky desertification 
occurs when vegetation deteriorates 
due to human land use and therefore 
causes water loss and rocky forms to 
appear in some regions, according to 
Laffoon.
“I didn’t just wake up and say, ‘Hey, 
this is something I want to research,’” 
Laffoon said.
Laffoon had the help of two profes-
sors on campus: Albert Meier, biology 
professor, who had been her adviser, 
and Chris Groves, the director of the 
Hoffman Environmental Research In-
stitute.
Meier learned about Laffoon’s inter-
est in China and desire to do research 
from a teaching assistant.
“I was well aware of [Grove’s] interest 
in China, and he had done some work 
with karst, so I decided to get [Grove 
and Laffoon] connected,” Meier said.
Groves believes this was just an ex-
ample of how colleagues work with 
each other.
“We all collaborated and exchanged 
ideas,” Groves said. “We were all meet-
ing in the middle.”
Though karst rocky desertification 
was the main premise of the research, 
Laffoon wanted to do more than sim-
ply explain it; she also wanted to try to 
find a solution.
Her idea for a solution came at the 
perfect time, according to Meier.
“A friend of my wife asked if we 
wanted to come over and plant clo-
vers. Sounded boring, but I obliged,” 
Meier said.
What Meier’s friend was actually 
making were hugelkulture mounds. 
A hugelkulture is a pile of logs buried 
under a soil mound that produces bet-
ter soil, food and water, according to 
Laffoon. Meier thought that this could 
JC’s Barber Shop is a cut above the rest
BY ABBEY TANNER
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
With a can-do attitude, Junius Car-
penter, owner of JC’s Barber Shop, 
recently cut ties with his previous 
business location in favor of one that 
better highlights the business.
JC’s Barber Shop, originally located 
at 534 Second St. for over half a cen-
tury, picked up its storefront and re-
located to 1403 Adams St.
Junius Carpenter, 53, of Bowling 
Green worked for his father Jimmie 
Carpenter after completing barber 
college and has now taken over the 
family business. The business con-
sists of four barbers: Junius Carpen-
ter, Jimmie Carpenter, Junius’ neph-
ew Byron Carpenter and Glasgow 
native Dale Spearman.
The shop’s previous location was in 
the same building as Junius Carpen-
ter’s wife’s day care business. He soon 
realized his business could benefit 
from relocating because his wife’s 
business was thriving, and they were 
low on space.
“It actually became a better loca-
tion for the day care than it was for 
the barber shop,” Junius Carpenter 
said. “With a barber shop, you need 
community around it.”
Because the location was a vital 
part of his family history, Junius Car-
penter knew a move would be a dif-
ficult change to get everyone to sup-
port.
“A year or two ago, I told myself 
there was no way I would leave from 
down there,” Junius Carpenter said. 
“It would have to be the perfect loca-
tion for me to leave.”
He said he wasn’t sure if relocat-
ing was an option but started to look 
around due to lack of space on Sec-
ond Street. He noticed on his drive 
home from work every day that the 
Adams Street location, previously the 
Army Surplus Store, was empty.
After scoping it out, researching the 
location and forming a vision, Junius 
Carpenter had found that perfect 
spot. The redevelopment around Ad-
ams Street was the reason he decided 
to move.
“That was really the reason I moved 
up here because of the redevel-
opment they’re doing up here 
with the apartments for the stu-
dents and the neighborhood 
behind us on the railroad tracks,” Ju-
nius Carpenter said. “It’s a dynamic 
location it takes for a barber shop to 
thrive.”
He said even though the previous 
location didn’t have that environ-
ment, the shop’s clientele was so 
strong that people would still make
the drive for a hair cut.
“Years ago when I first started, it
was a neighborhood, and people
would walk to the barber shop.” Ju-
nius Carpenter said, “so we kind of
SEE BARBER SHOP PAGE B2
Junius Carpenter, owner of JC's Barber Shop, shaves a customer's hair on Saturday, 
April 2. Carpenter said Saturdays are typically the shop's busiest day, so he some-
times can't even eat lunch.  ABBEY TANNER/HERALD
SEE RESEARCH PAGE B2
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Steel drum band performs fi nal show for semester
BY SHANTEL-ANN PETTWAY
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Yells, drum beats and tropical island 
shirts greeted audience members as 
they took their seats for the WKU Steel-
band’s concert.
On Tuesday, the band performed in 
its final show for the semester in the 
Fine Arts Center Recital Hall.
The 13-member band, dressed in flo-
ral, tropical-themed shirts, performed 
eight selections for the crowd of family, 
students and faculty.
As family members stood in the hall-
way waiting for the house doors to 
open, Laura Wathen, mother of Bowl-
ing Green senior Adam Wathen, was 
excited to see her son perform again.
“It’s a sense of pride and a lot of fun,” 
Laura Wathen said.
Laura Wathen wasn’t the only one in 
attendance who had heard the Steel-
band play.
Greenville, Indiana, senior Forrest 
Yankey is a former member of the steel 
drum band. Yankey wasn’t able to par-
ticipate this semester due to student 
teaching and a lack of time to play.
Though Yankey wasn’t making mu-
sic tonight, he was glad to support his 
friends.
“It’s weird seeing my friends up there 
and not playing,” Yankey said. “It’s al-
ways just a fun concert, and I just want 
to support my friends.”
One of Yankey’s friends is Princetown 
junior A.J. Cook. Cook played one of 
the lead steel drums at the concert.
Cook isn’t shy when it comes to per-
forming.
“This is not my first time performing; 
I’ve done it many of times,” Cook said. 
“I love performing.”
Throughout the performance, Cook 
danced to the rhythms of the drums 
with the band members beside him. 
He said the dance moves are some-
times spontaneous and sometimes 
rehearsed.
“We do a lot of times plan stuff, and a 
lot of times we just let the music move 
us,” Cook said.
One of the songs that moved Cook 
was “El Montuno,” a fun piece he said 
the ensemble has played frequently 
this semester.
Steel drum music is derived from 
Trinidad and Tobago, according to 
Mark Berry, the ensemble’s director.
Though most of the concert’s pieces 
paid tribute to the music’s Caribbean 
roots, the band also played steel drum 
selections from other areas.
“Versos pra Teresa,” which means 
song for Teresa, is a piece from Brazil. 
The band also showcased reggae mu-
sic from Jamaica with a piece called 
“Jungle Beat.”
Berry said he has been playing steel 
drum music for about 21 years. He 
arranged some of the selections that 
were played Tuesday.
Berry started the steel drum band 11 
years ago and from his experience be-
lieved students would like it.
“I began to play more and more 
through college, and it was becoming 
more popular,” Berry said. “I knew that 
students here would value it.”
He said he loves teaching the history
of steel drums, arranging music and
seeing students grow.
“I have a passion for music in gener-
al, and it’s great to teach students how
to play the steel drums,” he said.
Many students who take part in the
band have percussion backgrounds
but have never played the steel drums,
Berry said.
“The steel drums aren’t an easy in-
strument to play, but the students rally
together and get it done,” Berry said.
Leitchfield freshman Aaron Meador
expected to hear some new music in
the concert.
Meador came for a class assignment
but likes music and was interested to
see a genre of music being performed
that was different from what he typi-
cally enjoys.
Meador was satisfied with the display
showcased at the concert.
“It was a learning experience and
something new,” he said.
got that again.”
Byron Carpenter, 39, of 
Bowling Green has worked 
under his grandfather and 
uncle for 11 years. After gradu-
ating from Southern Kentucky 
Barber School, he started his 
career as a barber at JC’s.
Byron Carpenter said he 
thought they would lose the 
store’s history by moving loca-
tions, but he believes the his-
tory has remained intact.
With the Americana color 
scheme, a picture wall of fam-
ily photos and vintage barber 
chairs, JC’s has kept a tradi-
tional feel.
For Byron Carpenter, cut-
ting hair has involved learning 
history from older men who 
enter the shop to tell stories 
or discuss their lives while re-
ceiving the shop’s services.
“It’s more than just cutting 
hair,” he said. “You don’t real-
ize how you can change some-
one’s life by listening to them 
vent. It’s the conversations 
and stories that hooked me.”
With the new move on Feb. 
10, the barber shop has al-
ready seen many new faces, 
especially from WKU students. 
However, the move hasn’t kept 
their regular customers from 
visiting.
“It was a challenge to see 
if I could do it, but I got the 
ball rolling and things started 
coming together,” Junius Car-
penter said.
Dale Spearman, 45, from 
Glasgow has been working 
at JC’s Barber Shop since No-
vember 2015. Even though 
he has been working with the 
Carpenters for a short time, he 
said it has been an honor to 
work for them.
“A barber shop is, one way or 
another, white or black,” Spear-
man said. “I really wanted to 
see a neutral barber shop.”
With the new location, 
Spearman said, he was fully 
supportive of the expansion.
“The diversity of it is abso-
lutely great,” Spearman said. 
“With the move here, every-
thing has picked up dramati-
cally.”
Spearman said Bosnians, 
Hispanics and Caucasians 
have been customers of JC’s 
even though the shop’s cli-
entele before the move was 
predominantly African-Amer-
ican.
“I love it. I want to do it for 
the rest of my life,” Spearman 
said of his profession.
JC’s Barber Shop will be hav-
ing an open house for the pub-
lic in May to show off its new 
location and commemorate 
Jimmie Carpenter’s 67 years in 
the business.
BARBER SHOP
Continued from LIFE
Junius Carpenter cleans a window of his barber shop on Saturday, April 
2, while Dale Spearman, 45, of Bowling Green helps him make sure 
he doesn't miss a spot. Spearman has been working for Carpenter as 
a barber since Nov. 2015 and said, "It's been an honor working under 
Junius and his father." Spearman also said the shop’s recent relocation has 
diversifi ed its clientele. ABBEY TANNER/HERALD
be a possible solution for Laffoon to 
consider.
Karst rocky desertification is severe 
in areas like southwestern China, ac-
cording to Laffoon. The drying and 
depleting effects this process can have 
on an area made Laffoon eager to re-
search hugelkulture mounds and their 
potential benefits.
“Everyone deserves water,” Laffoon 
said.
Meier said Laffoon can be described 
as someone who truly cares about out-
comes that impact other people.
“She is interested in making things 
work and finding solutions,” Meier 
said.
Laffoon presented her research in 
China at Jinan University, Guangdong 
province. She was funded through the 
WKU FUSE grant.
The conference was based on re-
search for hydrogeology and was 
comprised of a select group of special-
ists who were all working on environ-
mental projects, according to Groves. 
Groves was invited to be the keynote 
speaker for the event.
Laffoon has been abroad before but 
said she was nervous to present in 
front of so many specialists.
“I was very nervous, but the audience 
was receptive and asked good ques-
tions,” Laffoon said.
The language barrier wasn’t a prob-
lem for Laffoon, who is also a part of 
the Chinese Flagship Program.
It was a surprise to many of the re-
searchers that Laffoon was an under-
graduate student.
“People came up to me after her pre-
sentation and asked, ‘Was she a Ph.D. 
student?’” Groves said. “They all spoke 
highly of the ability at which she was 
operating.”
Meier shared the same sentiments 
about Laffoon’s research and work 
ethic.
“What young woman — undergrad 
— do you know that has sustained in-
fluence on the international scene?” 
Meier asked. “She being invited to 
come speaks volumes.”
Laffoon hopes to continue her re-
search on solutions for karst rocky
desertification and is thankful for the
help she has received so far.
Groves said Laffoon’s involvement
shows how different disciplines can
come together to produce something
great.
“She’s in the flagship program, hon-
ors and biology,” Groves said. “This
just shows wonderful synergy of West-
ern programs working together.”
Laffoon said she was just happy to
have this opportunity to conduct and
present research.
“I was able to speak with some of the
top researchers on next steps to take,
and that’s awesome in itself,” Laffoon
said.
RESEARCH
Continued from LIFE
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Aron Row said writing for the San 
Francisco Book Review. “The individu-
als and their home backgrounds are 
described along with their challenges 
to enter and succeed in the American 
mainstream.”
Coutts said refugees have had a pro-
found influence on Bowling Green 
with more than 10 restaurants and sev-
eral bakeries owned by Bosnians and 
many establishments owned by other 
refugees.
In 2012, communities and organiza-
tions across the state accepted 3 per-
cent of the refugees that arrived in the 
U.S., according to the Refugee Council 
USA.
Many students at WKU are refugees 
themselves or children of refugees who 
continue to transform and enrich all 
our lives, Coutts remarked.
“We hope to increase the knowledge 
in the community of the difficult times 
a lot of our refugees have had, the ob-
stacles they’ve overcome to be success-
ful here, and why food is so important 
to them since it’s kind of like a lifeline 
to home,” he said.
This talk is part of a year-long series 
aimed at bringing diverse speakers 
with Kentucky ties and interests to the 
community, Connie Foster, the dean of 
University Libraries, said.
“We attract students, faculty and 
community members to share in 
learning about customs, businesses, 
scholarly pursuits and other aspects of 
life in Kentucky,” she said.
The event will be held at Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers at 7 p.m. Thursday.
This is the final presentation of the 
13th season of talks on Kentucky Live! 
The 14th season will begin in Septem-
ber.
KY LIVE!
Continued from LIfE
New Works Festival back for round two
BY ANNA LARSON
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Performing arts students 
at WKU will have the oppor-
tunity to create and perform 
something entirely new in the 
second New Works Festival.
The festival will consist of 
a weekend of student-run 
shows. Students will act, cho-
reograph, produce and direct 
original performances.
Kirsten Kellersberger is the 
student producer for the New 
Works Festival. She had the 
same role in 2014 that she did 
in the first festival.
“The festival is an opportu-
nity for students to showcase 
their work in a mentored en-
vironment,” she said. “There 
are so many opportunities 
through the festival that stu-
dents may have not had.”
Kellersberger’s role includes 
communicating with profes-
sors and students, publicizing 
the festival and overseeing the 
festival as a whole.
Kellersberger has been in love 
with acting since she was six. 
Her first acting role was in “Dai-
sy-Head Mayzie” by Dr. Seuss.
“I’ve known ever since,” she 
said.
Brooke Eden is working 
alongside Kellersberger as the 
assistant student producer. 
She will also be directing a play 
on top of her assisting duties.
“As a kid I always loved mu-
sic and always loved theater,” 
she said. “I never thought to 
put them together.”
When Eden first saw “The 
Lion King,” she fell in love with 
musical theater.
There are many opportu-
nities within the festival for 
students to acquire valuable 
experiences in a nurturing en-
vironment.
“We focus on collaboration, 
and students can have fun and 
decide if this is a path they want 
to pursue,” Kellersberger said.
Eden said the festival pro-
vides a platform for students 
to try new things and possibly 
find a new passion.
“This could open up a whole 
new life path,” she said.
Bailey Vincent is one of 
those students. She will be co-
directing her first show for the 
second New Works Festival. In 
the first New Works Festival, 
she was a performer.
“It is so wonderful as a writer 
or director to finally see what 
their piece looks like trans-
lated from paper to stage,” she 
said. “It’s really amazing to sit 
down in the audience and see 
and hear what your friends 
have created on the stage.”
Eden said directing and be-
ing assistant student producer 
can be a bit tricky and is defi-
nitely a time commitment, 
but she remains passionate 
about her work.
“I get to do what I love,” she 
said. “It is the only thing I can 
see myself doing. I am prepar-
ing myself for a career in the-
ater, and you need to know 
how to balance things.”
She said her friends in the 
department help her continue 
down the chaotic path.
“They understand what I’m 
going through,” she said.
Vincent agrees that the 
theater community is a very 
strong family.
“Talking about the theater 
community is my favorite 
thing to do,” she said. “I think 
it is growing more with every 
production we do. It is really 
important for people to expe-
rience live theater.”
Kellersberger has to keep 
up with the “absolutely crazy” 
world of theater as well.
“I do a lot of behind the 
scenes work,” she said. “I 
check my email about 20 
times a day and make sure ev-
erything's running smoothly. 
It is a lot of checking in and 
then fixing things. I make sure 
to be available.”
However, all the work is 
worth it. She loves being able 
to see a student's vision come 
to life on stage.
“My part is a lot of the pre-
planning; I’m not directly in-
volved in rehearsal,” she said. 
“I get to see ideas flourish and 
see what everyone is capable 
of when they put their heads 
together. There is outstanding 
talent on this campus.”
The New Works Festival also 
has advisers to help students.
“It is great to have faculty 
stand behind us but also push 
us beyond our comfort zones,” 
said Eden.
Vincent said the festival 
teaches students the real pro-
cess of live theater.
“It allows us to have hands-
on experience in dealing with 
this type of theater,” she said. 
“For those of us going into this 
professionally, it is giving us an 
opportunity that many people 
don’t get to have in a college set-
ting.”
Vincent said she loves per-
formances like those in the 
New Works Festival because 
they are live.
“There is something about 
being on stage with another 
person in real time and being 
completely in tune and in the 
moment with them,” she said. 
“Theater and performing arts 
is such a different and wonder-
ful art form in the fact that it is 
done live. We get one take.”
The festival will feature 
many different types of live 
performances.
“There is something for ev-
eryone,” Kellersberger said. “If 
something doesn’t appeal to 
you, just wait 10 minutes.”
Performance dates are April 
14-19. Showtimes are at 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
and at 3 p.m. on Sunday in the 
Gordon Wilson Hall Lab The-
atre.
Annual Special Olympics to be held Saturday at BGHS
BY EMMA AUSTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Bowling Green’s annual Spe-
cial Olympic Spring Games will 
be hosted Saturday at Bowling 
Green High School, bringing 
the community together in 
support of its athletes.
Teams from Bowling Green 
and surrounding counties and 
cities will be competing for the 
opportunity to go to the state 
meet this summer at Eastern 
Kentucky University, accord-
ing to Cameron Levis, instruc-
tor for the Special Populations 
program with Bowling Green 
Parks and Recreation.
At the games this Saturday, 
athletes will compete in track 
and field events, including run-
ning, long jump, softball throw 
and other events.
Special Olympics is the larg-
est sports organization for peo-
ple with intellectual disabili-
ties, according to the Special 
Olympics website. The organi-
zation has more than 4.5 mil-
lion athletes in 170 countries 
with millions more volunteers 
and supporters.
Levis said competing in the 
Special Olympic games helps 
athletes set goals and strive for 
something they want to achieve.
“It gives them peers to com-
pete alongside ... and helps 
them grow friendships that will 
last a lifetime,” Levis said.
Levis said the mission of 
Special Olympics is to provide 
year-round sports training 
and competition for children 
and adults with intellectual 
disabilities by giving them op-
portunities to develop physical 
fitness as well as experience joy 
and friendship with the com-
munity.
However, Levis said he thinks 
those whom the games impact 
most are the volunteers. 
“One of the greatest resources 
is the community volunteers,” 
Special Populations coordina-
tor Holly Vincent said. “They 
are truly what make the event 
successful.”
Levis said there will be 11 
WKU classes or organizations 
volunteering this year. Volun-
teers can help in a wide variety 
of ways, but Levis said the most 
important volunteer activity is 
to be a fan.
“Being a fan is what it is all 
about,” he said. “The athletes 
that will be competing have 
their days made when they see 
people in the stands there to 
support them.”
Bowling Green's Special 
Populations program also of-
fers other events throughout 
the year, including dances, 
coloring class, movie nights 
and holiday parties. A volun-
teer application is available on 
the program’s 
website.
Special Pop-
ulations will 
also be host-
ing its first 
Paralympics 
event, "Adapted Sports Roll-
out," on April 23.
Levis said the event will serve 
as an opportunity for both 
able-bodied individuals and 
those with disabilities to learn 
and participate in sports such 
as wheelchair basketball, rac-
ing, tennis and more.
“Being a part of a program like 
this allows individuals the op-
portunity to gain a whole new 
point of view on the abilities of 
those with disabilities,” Levis 
said. 
Levis said he hopes that if the 
upcoming games are some-
one’s first experience volun-
teering, they will encourage 
future participation in other 
events as well.
“I think it is important to 
see the Bowling Green com-
munity support these athletes
and those competing because
it is what motivates them a lot
of times,” Levis said. Vincent
said one of the event’s greatest
rewards is the joy and smiles of
all participants.
“The athletes love the sup-
port of the community,” Vin-
cent said. “It helps push them
to do their best and to know
that no matter if they win or
lose, they have the community
and volunteers there to cheer
them on.”
The Special Olympics Spring
Games will take place on Sat-
urday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Bowling Green High School.
what happened. Every athlete at 
WKU should use this as a lesson.
Nothing good happens after 2 
a.m. Period.
If you don’t believe that old say-
ing, ask famous athletes such as 
Adam “Pac-Man” Jones, Vince 
Young, Ty Lawson and hundreds 
of others whose actions off the 
field stunted their careers.
It is easy for people to be in the 
wrong place at the wrong time 
sometimes, and athletes are un-
der a much more focused micro-
scope than the average person is.
As an athlete, don’t put yourself 
in a situation like the one Higbee 
was in. Many things are out of 
our control in life, but there is still 
much we can control.
For example, you can control 
whether or not you are drunk out-
side a bar at 2 a.m. or are safe and 
sound asleep in your bed.
Now, I’m not saying that as an ath-
lete you are never allowed to have 
a good time. But as someone who 
is under the public eye — whether 
you like it or not — you need to be 
putting yourself in the right place at 
the right time constantly.
I fully realize I might come off 
as preachy in this column, but as 
this situation comes not too long 
after three basketball players and 
a head basketball coach left the 
university under unpleasant cir-
cumstances, I feel like all of this 
needs to be said.
At the end of the day, we all make 
mistakes in life.
I only hope this unfortunate 
mistake can be learned from and 
that more athletes at this universi-
ty will discover how to enjoy their 
time in college without being the 
unfortunate subject of a sports-
writer’s newspaper column.
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TRACK AND FIELD
Hilltoppers look for improvement at Mt. SAC Relays
BY EVAN HEICHELBECH
 HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
After hosting the Hilltopper 
Relays last weekend and turn-
ing in a solid performance in 
the Florida Relays a week ear-
lier, the WKU track and field 
team will head to Norwalk, 
California for the Mt. SAC Re-
lays.
The Mt. SAC Relays will run 
from Thursday through Sat-
urday and Head Coach Erik 
Jenkins looks at the meet as a 
chance to take the next step 
and improve on the teams 
past two outings.
“The first thing we would 
hope to get is good weather,” 
Jenkins said. “When we were 
in Florida it was unseason-
ably cool for them as well and 
then obviously this weekend 
we had a lot of wind and cold 
temperatures. So hopefully 
we can go out to Mt. SAC and 
have warm temperatures and 
be able to execute some of the 
things we need to improve 
upon.”
WKU started the indoor 
season in Nashville at the 
Black and Gold Invitational 
on March 25 and 26. Both 
the men’s and women’s relay 
teams claimed first place in 
the 4x100 meter relays.
Sophomore Julius Morris 
teamed up with redshirt junior 
Corey Parks, junior Kyree King 
and senior Ja’Karyus Redwine 
in the event and won the event 
with a time of 41.66 seconds.
A week later, the Hilltop-
pers were pitted against some 
of the superior talent in the 
country at the University of 
Florida for the Pepsi Florida 
Relays.
Junior Ventavius Sears 
joined the trio of Morris, King 
and Redwine in the 4x100’s 
and placed 11 in the event 
with a time of 40.07 seconds, 
improved from the previous 
meet.
The trio of freshman Keenon 
Laine, senior Jessica Gelibert 
and junior Sandra Akachukwu 
all achieved top-10 finishes 
over the three-day meet, rep-
resenting WKU well on a na-
tional stage.
At the only home event of 
the outdoor season, success 
came most often for the Lady 
Toppers. The women claimed 
five first-place finishes during 
the two-day event.
Junior sprinter Carrol Hardy 
and freshman sprinter Jadzia 
Beasley owned the 100-meter 
dash, claiming the top two 
times of 11.76 and 11.78 sec-
onds, respectively.
Morris shined again in the 
Hilltopper Relays, captur-
ing a total of two events as 
he turned in a season-best 
time of 10.54 seconds in the 
100-meter race and finished 
first in the 200-meter race with 
a time of 21.11 seconds.
Jenkins was pleased with his 
team’s effort, but noted that 
his team still had a lot of im-
proving to do.
“It wasn’t a perfect meet, but 
it was a meet for us to go out 
and take care of some things,” 
Jenkins said. “We also saw 
quite a few things we really 
need to work on in order to be 
prepared for the Conference 
USA Championship and the 
NCAA’s.”
Senior Jessica Gelibert, left, leaps over a hurdle at the Hilltopper Relay Meet at Ruter Track and Field 
Complex on Saturday, April 9. Gelibert fi nished 11th in the women's 100-meter hurdles with a time 
of 14.52 seconds. WESTON KENNEY/HERALD 
WOMEN'S GOLF
Lady Toppers prepare for C-USA Championships
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
This weekend the Lady Top-
per golf team will travel to Fort 
Myers, Florida, to compete in 
the Conference USA Champi-
onships from April 18-20.
The championships come 
off the back of an abject show-
ing at the Lady Rebel Intercol-
legiate hosted by Ole Miss on 
April 1-3.
In Oxford, Mississippi, the 
Lady Toppers managed just 
an 11th place finish in a field 
of 15 and behind fellow C-USA 
member Southern Miss.
With the 11th place finish 
behind them, the Lady Top-
pers will attempt to draw in-
spiration from some of their 
other, more encouraging per-
formances from this spring 
campaign.
These include a second 
place finish at the John Kirk 
Panther Intercollegiate hosted 
by Georgia State in late March 
and a tie for first place one 
week before Georgia State in 
the Citrus Challenge Invita-
tional hosted by Morehead 
State.
Second-year WKU Head 
Coach Adam Gary will rely on 
sophomores Georgina Black-
man of Essex, England, and 
Katie Story of Dickson, Ten-
nessee, to keep the scores low.
Seniors Michaela Bordeia-
nu and Ellinor Haag, both of 
Sweden, will also look to keep 
the scores small, and as the 
squad’s only seniors, they will 
look to provide some leader-
ship to a roster with just one 
other upperclassman in Ital-
ian junior Daniela Galassi. The 
other five Lady Toppers are all 
sophomores.
Story will complete her first 
full campaign since trans-
ferring from Belmont and 
will look to build off her best 
showing as a Lady Topper: 
an eighth overall finish at the 
John Kirk Panther Intercolle-
giate.
While the Rebel Intercolle-
giate two weeks ago did not 
see any Lady Toppers finish 
in the top 25, the team did see 
sophomore Emily Alexander 
lead the Lady Toppers with a 
score of 13 over par, which tied 
her for 30th place.
Alexander’s highest finish for 
WKU at Ole Miss wasn’t a first 
for the sophomore.
Alexander, a Glasgow native, 
pulled in the Lady Toppers’ 
only C-USA Women’s Golfer of 
the Week award on the week of 
March 23 for the spring cam-
paign after leading the squad 
in scoring when she tied for 
eighth in a field of 118.
While the honor is the only 
one any of the Lady Toppers 
have come by this spring, 
Haag earned it last spring in 
early March.
According to golfstat.com, 
which ranks every D-I pro-
gram from best to worst from 
No. 1 to No. 255, WKU is the 
fifth best team in C-USA with 
a national power ranking of 
117.
According to golfstat.com, 
Florida International comes 
in at 94, the University of Tex-
as, San Antonio at 80 and Old 
Dominion at 78 while Middle 
Tennessee leads C-USA as the 
55th best team in the nation.
REECER'S PIECE
Continued from SPORTS
WKU Women’s golf ranks
5thin conferenceUSA
according to golfstat.com
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SOFTBALL
Charlotte up next for Lady Toppers on the road
BY HUNTER FRINT
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The Lady Topper softball 
team will take a road trip to 
Charlotte, North Carolina, this 
weekend to face the Charlotte 
49ers in a three-game series.
WKU’s last three-game se-
ries against MTSU proved suc-
cessful. The Lady Toppers split 
the first two games of the se-
ries then came back swinging 
in the final match Sunday.
The away series at Charlotte 
might pose a challenge as the 
past four games have offered 
the home advantage.
After splitting a double-
header against Furman and 
sweeping a three-game series 
against Marshall, the 49ers are 
on a four-game win streak.
WKU has been on a streak of 
close-scoring games as it lost 
the first game last weekend 
by one point at 4-3 and won 
the last two by one point at 
4-3 and 5-4. Both of the first 
games went into extra innings.
“We’re right there in it, and 
we’re trying to get over the 
hump, and finally we were 
able to do that in two games 
this weekend,” Head Coach 
Amy Tudor said.
Sunday’s victory, which 
clenched the three-game se-
ries, was Tudor’s 300th ca-
reer win and moved WKU to 
fourth place in the standings. 
The game sophomore Han-
nah Parker pitched tallied her 
130th inning.
Tudor said the team played 
consistently in all three parts 
of the game last weekend: 
pitching, hitting and outfield. 
The Lady Toppers will need 
to bring that to the match this 
upcoming weekend.
Looking to continue their 
stellar seasons against Char-
lotte are freshman utility play-
er Bryce Holmgren and senior 
infielder Brooke Holloway.
Both players currently field a 
batting average of at least .360. 
Holloway leads the team in 
hits with 36 while Holmgren, 
second on the team in hits, 
follows closely behind her 
teammate with 33.
Parker will look to slow down 
the 49ers at the plate. The Al-
toona, Iowa, native currently 
leads the team in strikeouts 
with 105 and is tied for first on 
the team in lowest ERA with 
3.61.
Before this weekend’s match, 
WKU took on Tennessee Tech 
at the WKU Softball Complex 
— a midweek warmup for the 
upcoming three-game series.
Tennessee Tech entered the 
game at 14-24 after two away 
conference doubleheaders 
against Southeast Missouri 
State and the University of 
Tennessee, Martin this past 
weekend.
The game had not conclud-
ed as of press time.
The first two games of the 
conference series will be 
played at Charlotte on Satur-
day at 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. The 
third will begin on Sunday at 
noon.
Freshman outfi elder Kelsey McGuffi  n (15) smiles as she rounds third base following a bases empty 
walk-off  home run in extra innings against MTSU Saturday, April 9, at the WKU Softball Complex. 
McGuffi  n hit her fourth home run of the season and second of the day against MTSU in the bottom 
of the ninth inning; WKU won 4-3. JOSEPH BARKOFF/HERALD
against sophomore pitcher 
Logan Weins.
Louisville’s Brendan McKay 
hit an RBI single to bring in 
Colby Fitch to tie the game 
1-1.
After another Louisville run 
gave the Cardinals the lead, 
Blake Tiberi smacked a two-
run double to centerfield to 
bring McKay and Devin Hair-
ston home.
Just like that, the Cardinals 
led 4-1 after the first inning. 
After a 1-2-3 inning, the Cardi-
nals added on their lead in the 
bottom of the second.
Louisville’s Devin Mann 
scored Colby Fitch to make 
the score 5-1 after two innings. 
After a scoreless third inning, 
junior pitcher Cody Coll came 
in to replace Weinz from the 
mound. However, Coll also 
struggled against the high-
powered Cardinals’ attack.
With two men on base, Fitch 
struck for the third time in the 
game. The sophomore catcher 
delivered a triple to centerfield 
that brought home two runs 
to make the score 8-1.
Soon after, McKay hit an RBI 
single to centerfield to bring 
home Fitch and make the 
score 9-1.
Finally, Tiberi struck again to 
cap off a nightmare inning for 
the Toppers. Tiberi hit his fifth 
home run of the season that 
scored himself and one more 
run to make the score 11-1 af-
ter four innings.
Desperate for a spark, the 
Toppers found a bit of life from 
junior catcher Hunter Wood.
The Mount Washington na-
tive hit a shot out of Jim Patter-
son Stadium for his first home 
run of the season to make the 
score 11-2.
However, Louisville’s Shane 
Hummel retired the next three 
Toppers to end the fifth inning 
and cease Topper momentum.
The Cardinals tagged on 
three more runs in the game 
and cruised to a 14-2 victory.
Hummel pitched seven in-
nings and got the victory to 
make him 1-0 on the year as 
Weinz dropped to 2-2.
The loss drops the Toppers 
to 18-14 (6-6 C-USA) and im-
proves the Cardinals to 25-7 
(10-5 ACC). The Toppers travel 
to Houston on Friday for a 
three-game Conference USA 
series against 24th ranked 
Rice University.
BASEBALL
Continued from SPORTS
when they need us.”
Ferby also mentioned he has 
encouraged the other running 
backs to rise up and accept the 
challenge of leadership.
Earlier, the word “experi-
enced” was used to describe 
this group of running backs, 
but if a second one were in-
cluded, it would have been 
“improved.”
These athletes have found 
ways mentally, physically and 
technically to up their game 
and improve their abilities. 
Ferby is still finding ways to 
improve his game over the 
spring training.
“As far as myself, I’m seeing 
stuff before the play comes, 
like reading safeties as far 
as pass protection,” Ferby 
said. “Also, in the beginning I 
wasn’t making good reads as 
far as my run tracks, but as 
the spring has progressed, I’m 
starting to see everything with 
more clarity.”
In terms of the running 
backs as a whole, Ferby reveals 
that they need to fix the little 
things like pass fakes, pass 
protections, and other moves.
One young running back 
who has made an impact in 
spring practice is redshirt 
freshman Marquez Trigg, who 
has gotten some significant 
reps after freshman running 
back Quinton Baker went 
down with injury.
Trigg has not let these reps 
go to waste as both Wales and 
Ferby have praised his game in 
spring practice.
“[Trigg] has been getting a 
lot of reps,” Wales said. “He has 
been getting better and better. 
He plays hard each and every 
down and I love it.”
“The last scrimmage we had 
[Trigg] had 30-40 carries,” Fer-
by said. “He has answered the 
call really well, and I am proud 
of him.”
WKU’s football team may 
have a few missing pieces of 
the puzzle right now, but with 
young players like Trigg step-
ping up behind Wales, Ferby 
and Allen, the running backs 
are definitely on the right track.
FOOTBALL
Continued from SPORTS
Redshirt senior quarterback Nelson Fishback (9) pitches a ball to run-
ning back Anthony Wales (20) during a WKU football team practices 
on Tuesday, April 12, at Smith Stadium. SHABAN ATHUMAN/HERALD
Th is year with [Brandon] Doughty being gone, we’re 
probably going to have to run a little bit more. So we just 
want to be ready and be there for our team when they 
need us.”
Running back D’Andre Ferby
Austin Peay State University's TJ Conroy bats against WKU at Nick 
Denes Field in Bowling Green on March 22. Austin Peay was victo-
rious 16-2. GABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD
@wkuheraldWkuherald.com
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WE ACCEPT
BIG RED DOLLARS
$6.99 Medium Pepperoni Pizza
ADD 20 oz. Soft Drink for $1
Large 1-Topping Pizza & 8 Wings
for $12.99, Add a 2-Liter for $2
$7.99 Large 2-Topping Pizza
ADD a 2-Liter for $2
TO SUPPORT
WKU
PROUD
EVERYDAY
 FROM 7 A.M. -  11 A.M.
BREAKFAST
 SERVED
1802 RUSSELLVILLE RD.
2460 NASHVILLE RD.
2628 SCOTTSVILLE RD.
1162 31 W. BYPASS
DINE-IN • CARRYOUT • DELIVERY
2450 NASHVILLE RD.  901-3637
HOME OF THE BIG RED ROOM
2631 SCOTTSVILLE RD.  782-9056
CARRYOUT • DELIVERY
1200 SMALLHOUSE RD.  781-9898
DELIVERY AVAILABLE WITH $8 MINIMUM PURCHASE
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» Softball: Lady Toppers prepare 
for conference series against 
Charlotte this weekend. See B5. 
REECER'S PIECE
BY JOHN REECER
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
I’m not sure about you, but I was 
very disappointed when I first heard 
the unfortunate news surrounding 
former WKU tight end Tyler Higbee.
As more and more details came out 
this week about his alleged assault of 
Nawaf Alsaleh, I grew only more de-
jected.
Through my past experience in-
terviewing Higbee, I had formed the 
opinion that he was a good guy.
During my time reporting for the 
Herald, he actually gave me my fa-
vorite interview of any athlete I’ve re-
ported on.
In a profile I wrote last fall, he show-
cased a vibrant personality with a very 
good sense of humor. He was the type 
of guy who walks into a room and in-
stantly has everyone’s attention.
However, what I appreciated most 
was his honesty when he admitted he 
had not worked as hard as he could 
have when he was playing behind 
greats like Jack Doyle and Mitchell 
Henry.
Higbee had the world at his finger-
tips as he was definitely going to be a 
second-round to fourth-round draft 
pick in the NFL Draft, which is just a 
couple of weeks away.
Then this past weekend happened.
So many times in sports, unfortu-
nate circumstances occur concerning 
athletes off the field and we, as fans, 
only worry about how it impacts them 
on the field or on the court.
First things need to come first. Al-
saleh is now in very serious condition 
and remains hospitalized. This man 
needs people’s thoughts and prayers, 
and so does Higbee; his life changed 
too on Saturday night.
How this incident affects a potential 
NFL player’s draft stock is literally the 
last thing we as human beings need to 
have on our minds.
While this is an all-around horrible 
situation, good can still come out of 
SEE REECER'S PIECE PAGE B4
Take lessons 
from Higbee 
situation
BASEBALL
Junior outfi elder Paul Murray (6) attempts to hit the ball during the Hilltoppers’ 3-1 loss to Louisiana Tech on Sunday, April 
10, at Nick Denes Field. Murray was at bat three times and had one hit. SHABAN ATHUMAN/HERALD
Déjà Vu
Cardinals rout Hilltoppers again in Louisville
BY SAM PORTER
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The Hilltoppers traveled to Louis-
ville Tuesday night to take on sixth 
ranked University of Louisville in an 
in-state matchup.
On March 29, the Cardinals pounded 
the Toppers 17-0 at Nick Denes Field. 
The Toppers were looking for revenge 
but left disappointed.
With this rematch coming off the 
Toppers’ series loss against Louisiana 
Tech, Head Coach John Pawlowski 
knew WKU needed to become more 
of a force at the plate.
“We just weren’t able to manufac-
ture any runs,” Pawlowski said after 
the Louisiana Tech series. “We have to 
be able to manufacture runs with our 
offense.”
To Pawlowski’s disappointment, the 
Toppers again put forth a poor perfor-
mance in the category of scoring as 
the Cardinals once again dominated 
from the plate and from the mound as 
they cruised to a 14-2 victory.
After not scoring a single run in the 
previous matchup, senior infielder 
Danny Hudzina made sure there 
would be no shutout in round two.
With sophomore infielder Steven 
Kraft on second base, Hudzina roped 
a double into right centerfield to bring 
in Kraft for the game’s opening run.
However, the Cardinals answered 
right back in the bottom of the first 
SEE BASEBALL PAGE B5
FOOTBALL
Running backs return dependability in spring practice
BY BAILEY TOWNSEND
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
When describing WKU’s 
running backs in spring prac-
tice, one word predominately 
stands out: experienced.
Many aspects of this year’s 
team will be centered on find-
ing players to fill in important 
positions that are missing, like 
the quarterback position for 
instance.
However, for the running 
backs, this will not be the case 
since at least three experi-
enced players are returning to 
lead this team to success.
Early last season, the Hill-
toppers had to overcome the 
unfortunate knee injury of 
star running back Leon Allen 
during a game against Louisi-
ana Tech.
Allen was granted a medical 
waiver that restores his eligi-
bility, and he will be returning 
this season.
Before that untimely injury, 
Allen had rushed 137 yards on 
27 total carries with a pair of 
touchdowns while also catch-
ing five passes over a total of 
74 yards.
Allen also led Conference-
USA in rushing and was 
ranked seventh in the nation 
with 2,018 yards during his ju-
nior season.
With stats like that, the team 
definitely took a hit with his 
injury.
Luckily a solution was found 
and, according to the Hilltop-
pers, that solution went by the 
name of “thunder and light-
ning,” D’Andre Ferby and An-
thony Wales.
Even though Wales saw little 
playing time in the beginning 
due to a preseason injury, he 
eventually became an offen-
sive force.
In just nine full games 
of action with four starts, 
Wales became WKU’s sixth-
consecutive 100-yard rusher, 
recording 1,091 yards on 155 
carries and nine touchdowns.
Ferby also proved to be a 
significant factor in WKU’s 
high-scoring offense last sea-
son, displaying an impressive 
season with 650 yards on 164 
carries with 11 touchdowns.
With all three of these 
players returning this season, 
this is bound to entice the 
running backs to take on 
leadership roles and guide the 
team though the rest of spring 
season.
In fact, when Ferby was 
asked about what the running 
backs could continue to work 
on for the upcoming season, 
he hinted on the concept of 
dependability.
“This year with [Brandon] 
Doughty being gone, we’re 
probably going to have to run 
a little bit more,” Ferby said. 
“So we just want to be ready 
and be there for our team 
Redshirt junior quarterback Mike White (14) warms up before WKU football team spring practices on 
Tuesday, April 12, at Smith Stadium. SHABAN ATHUMAN/HERALD
SEE FOOTBALL PAGE B5
